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DECAYING MILL TOWN ERUPTS FOR THREE WEEKS: 

CITY HALL LOCKS UP 20 BLACK POLITICAL PEOPLE 

Old Mole/LIBERATION News Service 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. (LNS)-- Twenty black 
leaders are under arrest in this decaying mill 
town, following three weeks of black and Puerto Ri- 
can uprisings. Charged with conspiracy to com- 
mit murder and conspiracy to promote anarchy, they 
included five Black Panthers from Boston, and most 
of the black political leadership of New Bedford. 
They are scapegoats for the administration of this 
city of 100,000 where $100 million in Federal 
funds have failed to put a dent in a 16% unemploy- 
ment rate (one of the very highest in the nation) . 

The rebellion was touched off on the Wednesday 
after the Fourth of July, when a white cop walked 
by the office of the militant Black Brothers organ- 
ization, and dared the people sitting on the steps 
to come out and fight with him. He was driven out 
with stones, and blacks began to barricade off 
their section of this city. 

Three nights later, three unidentified whites 
pulled up to the Black Brothers 1 office and fired 
a shotgun into the crowd killed 17-year-old Lester 
Lema. From then on, the barricades --made of over- 
turned iceboxes, battered desks, and eventually, 
charred lumber from burned buildings --were backed 
up by guns. 

At first. City Hall tried to play it cool. 
Within 18 hours after Lema was killed and three 
other blacks injured, New Bedford’s mayor had sum- 
moned 75 blacks to meet with him at City Hall to 
discuss "what could be done." But as one black 
man on a barricaded street said, "We’ll wipe out 
the downtown if we have to. Four to five years 
now we’ve been standing around. on this corner wait- 
ing for the government to do something. We’re not 
waiting any more. We’re going to take what’s ours. 
The time for revolution has come." 

"The time is now to revolt against your fasc- 
ist system and pig society , "said the only black 
leader to speak at the mayor's tea-party. "We don't 
profess to be violent people, but we are not going 
to stand by and let our young get killed. . . .To- 
morrow we shall survive and revolt. If it calls 
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for militant action against a system which has 
perpetrated militant action against us, then we 
will do it. No further comment." 

Two weeks later the second "ad hoc committee" 
this one put together by black U.S. Senator 
Edward Brooke -- disbanded and sent a. message to 
the mayor that it was obvious to everyone what 
the unemployed, powerless people of the city needed 
and that it was up to the mayor to do something 
about it . 

Powerless blue-ribbon committees were failing 
evervone, and brute repression took their place. 

When the one Puerto Rican member of the 
committee returned to the predominantly Puerto 
Rican South End, he found a heavy detachment of 
cops stationed as guards outside the property of 
one big slumlord. A crowd gathered and the 
committeeman asked the cops what they were doing. 

He got a beating and a bust for asking. 

For the next three days, the South End 
fought the inaction on its demands and harassment 
by police the same way the Back West End had. 

Pigs were stoned and driven out, barricades put 
up. The cons teargassed everyone they could find, 
and forced the community to evacuate 200 of its 
children and old people. The community fought 
back with stones and guns. 

Then an outward calm returned to the city 
though city officials knew they were in a tight 
spot. Businessmen and the newspaper demanded 
an end to the rioting but the officials couldn't 
do a thing about the causes of the uprising. 

Federal programs couldn’t provide jobs -- 

they trained people for jobs that didn't exist 

or built highwavs no one needed or put up housing 

blacks couldn’t afford. Textile mills have moved 

to the South looking for cheaper labor, and 
New Bedford never did get over the. Depression. 

The current recession has made jobs even scarcer, 
and the official underestimate puts black unemploy- 
ment at ,30%, double the overall, .rate. 

The Third World communities were demanding 
power and an end to police harassment, and the 

city couldn’t promise that. 

So they went after the political organization 
instead. The South End, just coming to life, 
didn't present any easy target. But the Black 
Brothers on the West End were very visible and 
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their revolutionary politics posed an open threat 
to the whole show. What’s more, they had invited 
Panthers down from Boston to set up an information 
center of the National Committee to Combat Fascism. 

The pigs raided the NCCF office, jailing not 
only the Panthers and many of the Brothers, but 
three members of the disbanded ad-hoc committee, 
the black student trustee of Southeastern Massa- 
chusetts University, and a woman who had been shot 
when Lester Lema was killed and who was now taking 
pictures of the raid. 

They got most of the people who had been 
organizing in the West End since the uprising 
three weeks before, and put them in eight separate 
jails across the state. Most are still in jail. 

Despite the fact that the Panthers had arrived 
only a day before and despite the fact that none 
of the people busted had been involved in the 
recent fighting in the South End, they were all 
charged with being the main people in a 
'’conspiracy" which had planned all the events 
of the past three weeks. They were also charged 
with "conspiracy to commit murder," although the 
only person killed was Lester Lema. 

"We should say that the forces of revolution 
that have been at work throughout the community, 
and which have been difficult to suppress, we 
think now have been eradicated," pronounced Mayor 
Rogers after the bust. It didn't seem likely. 

After the raid, Francis Haddocks, who had 
been chairman of the Urban Coalition's Police- 
Community Relations Committee, said: "My whole 

attitude has been changed since the trouble 
began here. I feel that if I was asked to join 
the Black Panthers now, I might just do it." 

-30- 

[Note to editors: there are some very good 
photos to accompany this story. See graphics!] 
################################################### 

DOCTOR FALLS FROM DEMOCRATS’ UPPER ECHELONS 
FOR SNEERING AT WOMEN’S TALENT FOR DECISIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- A doctor who 
maintained that the "raging hormonal influences" 
of the menstrual cycle make women unfit for deci- 
sion-making was forced to resign on July 31 from 
the Democratic Party’s Committee on National 

Priorities . 
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Dr. Edgar Berman, a retired Maryland sur- 
geon, thought Patsv Mink, a Congresswoman from 
Hawaii, was kidding when she suggested adding 
women’s rights to the priority list, 

"We were dealing with important problems 
at that meeting," he said. "Things like Vietnam, 
the Middle East and black rights.. ..I just don’t 
feel women’s rights warrants the attention." 

He explained that he thought physical 
factors caused by hormone imbalance during 
pregnancy, menopause and menstruation affected 
women's judgment. "If a decision has to be made," 
he declared, "I would rather have a man make it." 

His examples were "a menopausal woman presi- 
dent who had to make the decision of the Bay of 
Pigs," a bank president "making a loan under 
these raging hormonal influences," and a "slightly 
pregnant female pilot attempting a difficult 
landing." 

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm of Brooklyn, 
New York, called Dr. Berman’s remarks "a gross 
insult to women." 

Dr. Shepherd Aronson, a New York internist, 
said, "Any talk of physical differences affecting 
professional judgment is a male put-on." 

Another gynecologist, Dr. Stanley Zinberg, 
pointed out that menopause was "ovarian atrophy" 
not "brain atrophy." 

-30- 

************************************************* 

BLAST RIPS THROUGH WISCONSIN ARMY BASE: 

HITS TELEPHONE EXCHANGE : POWER SUBSTATION 

CAMP McCOY, Wise , (LNS) --At 3:25 a.m. on Ju- 
ly 26, the Army received a telephone call warning 
it to evacuate the telephone exchange, which 5 
minutes later, was ripped apart. Two more blasts 
hit an electric power substation and the water 
reservoir. 

The Army did not say what type of explosives 
were used but it is known that during June about 
3 pounds of TNT, some blasting caps and a number 
of smoke grenades were stolen from a firing range 
at the camp. In the nearby town of Medary, 50 
electric blasting caps and 25 pounds of dynamite 
were stolen from two buildings at the Overguard 
Quarry . 

9,000 National Guardsmen and Army Reservists 
from Colorado, Iowa, Michigan, Illinois, Nebraska, 
Kansas and Missouri were on the base at the time 
of the explosions, but there were no injuries. 

Col. Richard A. Crecelius, Commanding Officer, 
declined comment, saying that the FBI and Army 
CID were investigating. -30- 
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THE FLAMING FAGGOTS 


(for a confrontation with the Venceremos Brigade) 

by KP 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: About a dozen men and 

women active in the gay liberation movement are 
headed for Cuba in the third contingent of the 
Venceremos Brigade — the first to participate in 
the brigade as open homosexuals . The participation 
of gay people in the brigade — which has some 
500 members in all — was not assured without a 
struggle . The following poem was written in the 
midst of this struggle . } 

"So you're for the revolution," 
somebody always seems to say, 
rubbing his white male macho hands. 

"Well, then, it's time to get serious, you know. 

It had to come to this — 

it's going on all over the globe," 

--as if I didn't know 

the whole third world is going up in flames 
and unless they win, the species is in danger, 
imperialism the ecocidal enemy, in fact* 
of all life everywhere. 

OK, if that's what you mean, right-on, etcetera, 

I say, 

but what's the catch? 

"Nothing, except that, of course, 

to be on our side, on the side, of the people , 
you'll certainly be willing to give up 
certain little quirks 
that hinder all of us getting down 
to maximum work 

in the minimum of time left to us," 

Quirks? 

"Well, like your homosexuality, like wearing 

your hair too long, like acting -- well, just 
generally being effeminate, unmanly; 
that gets the people uptight as much as 
women wanting to be engineers or something. 

We don't have time for games," 

Sorry to report this typically tiresome stereotype 
of a thousand conversations 
but it's exactly here that I say 
Absolutely not! 
and he says, "Utopian faker, 

faggot, fairy, fuck off," 
and I do. 

Because my revolution is to the left of his, 
because his would preserve the old Prison of Gender 
which brutalizes 

millions of people, its inmates, daily 
because he would actually jail me for being queer 


enslavement as the priae of freedom, 
who will fight and die — and win — 
for exactly what we are and want 
and have a right to 
and nothing less: 

a revolution total and permanent and never-ending. 

To say it one last time, wiping out the kinds of 
human want the rich white straight man 
has afflicted the world with 
will be easy once we win 
- the worldwide war against his madness 
and are free 

to begin the work of revolution itself. 

Who among us wouldn't volunteer for that? 
who wouldn't put in whatever hours are needed 
in whatever free fields and factories 
until we get the whole species 
on a non-crisis basis, everyone having 
enough to eat, enough of everything. 

But With all of our liberated machines and 
imaginations, that might require everyone 
in the world — a statistical fact — 
to "work" several whole 
hours a week. Gladly, gladly — 
because everything would belong 
to us — and no ore 
could fire us or starve us 
or jail us or anything. 

But my revolution is beyond that . 

Mine catches glimpses of what we could be 
when there is no more religion or family or 
male domination 

or money or property or mine or yours or 
forced obedience 
when woman are free 

not only to shape their own lives 
but to realize a vision of liberation 
that will shape the lives of all of us 
when men are able 

to hug and kiss babies not for show, 
but able to care for them in every sense 
and for each other 

when I'm no longer called queer 

for wishing ny father had held me 
with a love like that, 
for loving still any rare stray 

glimmer of tenderness in a man, 
for wanting to touch that transmutation 
in the flesh, but only to share, 
not to hoard, such a miracle 
when I no longer have to suspect nyself of being 
resistant to struggle 
for wanting the collective help 
of my brothers 

in fighting ny cwn male supremacy, 
for wanting to embrace in real arms 
all comrades brave enough 
to risk with me 

the righting of old old wrongs, 
no more the victimizer and victim, 
leader and led, 
lover and loved one. 


as soon as he was xn power; 
and therefore it had better not be him who wins, 
ny comrades, it had better be all of us 

who refuse to settle for 
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Listen! No matter how powerless we are as .-yet, 
both our pain and our demands 
give us every right to face any 
roundtrip U.S. cane-cutter who tells us 
we don't know what it's like 
to be oppressed. He's really talking about 
his own white butch self, marking himself 
as a collaborator in our oppress i on , signer 
of the current Gender Nonaggressi on Pact 
with the likes of David Rockefeller. 

Machismo is_ fascism, as the sisters 
of the Young Lords Party have said. 

— All the more reason why we have to get ready. 

The enemy thinks that. our demands aren't 
important, that we won't fight for them 
By Any Means Necessary, 

that we will go on being that-meek and unarmed 
people who "are slaves or are subject 
to slavery at any given moment." 

We'd better make The Man understand 
right now 
how wrong he is. 

We're fighting a total fight 

in which it remains to be seen 
whether he can ever be 
part of the solution 
in any revol uti onary future. 

Because we're the majority -- and -we're rising up, 
we're on the move: 
we're all those people 
who can't and won't and mustn't 
fit into his pattern 
of white male sado-domi nance, 
though we have so far been 

psychically lobotomized by him, 
gang-raped in prison and the arn\y, 
fired from jobs or ref used:themv -blackmailed, 
extorted, jeered at, beaten-up, spit on, 
and finding no relief. in alcoholism, addiction, 
self-mutilation, delusions -of grandeur, 
no relief in his hireling .psychiatrists 
who get rich telling us-it.'s. all personal, 
not pplitical^- our fault, not his -- 
our. hang-up, our guilt, our shame 
— no wonder we are finaTTy driven to suicide 
when we see no way out of his lies. 


Isn't it time we said yes, 
yes to faggot, 

proud to reclaim our martyrs 
— who else will have them, or feel their pain 
but we brother- lovers , we flaming faggots who 
embrace the coal of final rebellion, 
women already ablaze, 
we catching fire frcm them this time, 
a whole planet groaning with relief 
as the bends of 
an expiring masculinity 
glcw like wicks, then break, 
slipping frcm all our backs. 

In that holocaust, I will risk my whole self 
and body 

even should I perish. 

My melting flesh — 

My screams are only 

the death of everything they stand for. 

My pain short-circuits so quickly 
I can't believe it. 

My hand is a trellis of fire. 

I can do it. It's easier than I thouqjit. 

The crisp odor has stepped. i( 

It's they who are fading away, 
perishing, our liberation their execution. 

My screams are bullets, 

blood stuttering through their skin. 

I can't hear iry own words anymore 
except that I think we must all 
still be chanting, demanding, welcoming 

freedom freedom freedom 

-30- 

################################################# 

WOMEN "ALLOWEID"lN U.S. AIR FORCE ROTC — 

THIS IS LIBERATION? 

LIBERATION News Service 
NEW ORLEANS (INS) — ROTC officials announced 
in fnid- August that the University of Mississippi 
will become the sixth school in the nation to of- 


When witches were burned in the middle ages, 
the Inquisitors ordered the good burghers 
(all of them men, of course) 
to scour the dungeons for jailed queers, 
drag them out and tie them together in bundles, 
mix them in with the bundles of wood 
at the feet of the woman, 
and set them on fire 
to kindle a flame 

foul enough for a witch to burn in. 


fer Air Force BOTCr for wemen . 

It's no wonder they're desperate — all over 
the country dozens of colleges and universities 
drove ROTC off campus and burned down their build- 
ings. The military admits that these events 
have caused a cronic officer shortage. 

Last year the militarists tried to bolster 


The sticks of wood in bundles like that 
were called faggots 

and that's what they called the queers, too, 
and cal 1 us sti 1 1 , 

meaning our extinction, our complete extermination , 
androcide and gynocide their one response to 
any heretical blasphemy against 
a god-given manliness. 


their officer corps by starting ROTC programs at 

black colleges and universities. One of the events 
which set off demonstrations at Jackson State last 
May, resulting in the two murders by Mississippi 
State police was the introduction of a RCTC‘ pro- 
gram. 

But the government forgot something: women 

threw fireborbs at ROTC too. 
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PEOPLE’S ARMY JAMBOREE TO COUNTER .AMERICAN' LEGION 
CONVENTION 

LIBERATION News Service 

PORTLAND, Ore (INS) -- "People J s Army Jambor- 
ee" is scheduled for August 28 through September 3 
in Portland, Oregon. The Jamboree will be a mass 
mobilization of Americans who disagree wit}l presi- 
dent Nixon’s policies of imperialism abroad and 
racism at home. It is seen as an alternative to 
the American Legion National Convention which will 
be held in Portland at the same time. 

Nixon, who is a Legionaire, is billed as the 
major speaker., George Me any. President of the AFL- 
CIO, Senator Henry M 0 Jackson of Washington, Luis 
Ferre, the Governor of Puerto Rico : and H 0 Ross Per- 
ot, Dallas multi-millionaire, will also address the 
Legion aires. 

Active duty anti-war GI’s who have fought in 
Vietnam, and Army veterans who have fought in World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam and other Cold War conflicts 
are spearheading the Jamboree organizing a ijiass 
march to counter the Legion’s "March for Victory in 
Vietnam 0 " 

This march will follow the Legion’s march and 
will be in support of the struggle of the Vietnamese 
people combatting U.S. impexialisnu A second march 
on Tuesday September 1 will be in support of im- 
prisoned Balck Panthers, whose cases particularly 
represent racial repression in this country 0 

The Jamboree will not initiate physical con- 
frontation and condemns indiscriminate and random 
violence,, However, if attacked, demonstrators are 
urged to defend themselves* 

Jamboree organizers feel that Nixon and the 
American Legion stand for all that is wrong in Amer- 
ica and will counter their pollyanna rhetoric with 
actions and workshops around six major problems m 
American society* 

* U.S. imperialism especially U.S. involve- 
ment in Vietnam and U.S. moves to control Puerto 
Rico 

* Racism especially the institutionalized 
racism that allows the government to flagrently ig- 
nore principles of justice to frame Black Liberation 
leaders and to murder others., 

* Inflation and lack of governmental assistance 
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in the interests of working people, 

* The institutionalized oppression of wo- 
men through job discrimination, unequal pay and 
lack of adequate chi Id- care facilities, 

”■ Repression of GI's who oppose the war* 

* Repression of political dissidents who 
try to build a society based on cooperation 
rather than competition. 

Jamboree organizers feel that it is time 
to reassert dissenting ideas. Nixon and the 
American Legion should be confronted with the 
fact that America is crumbling under its own 
wieght becuase of the inhuman policies endorsed 
and perpetrated by the Administration and 
national chauvinist groups such as the Legion. 

The Jamboree will provide food, emergency 
and day-care facilities and sleeping areas in 
centrally located parks . 

For more information contact the People’s 
Army Jamboree, 52 2 W. Burnside, Portland, Ore., 
97201, or call (503) 224-2636. 

-30- 
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WOMEN PLAN DEMO IN SUPPORT OF THE PANTHERS ; 

NEW HAVEN, AUGUST 17 and 18 
NEW HAVEN (LNS)--New Haven women have called for 
all sisters from the Northeast area to join the 
Women's Actions in New Haven Agust 17 and 18 
to demonstrate against the repression coming 
down on the Black Panther Party* 

On Monday August 1 7 at 6 pm there will be 
a communal supper in Dwight Hall on the Yale ' 

campus followed by an evening of discussion of 
the black liberation struggle, women’s libera- 
tion and the Revolutionary People’s Constitutio- 
al Convention which will be hedl September 4-7 0 

August 18 there will be a midday rally and 
other actions around the demand for a larger 
courtroom,, Day care will be available* 

The New Haven Women’s Collective along 
with the New Haven Panther Defense Committee, 
the Committee to Defend the Panther 21, and the 
White Panthers have issued the following demands: 

U We demand that all minority groups in 
America be tried by a jury of their own peers in 
their own community. Particularly in the New 
Haven trial we demand that the trial be moved to 
a larger courtroom immediate ly„ 

2,. We demand that all prisoners in America, 
women and men, be allowed to see a physician of 
their own choice, free of charge while in jail be- 
fore or after their case is tried. 

3 We demand that a) l political prisoners 
{That is all persons * n America) receive 

an^me i a i by a 3 u ry of their peers;- Endtoi 1 
(ffZSOT August 15~ T9T(T^ HhdtS Z 


A LETTER FROM HUEY P. NEWTON ABOUT THE WOMEN” S 

LIBERATION AND GAY LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 

Editor's note: 

The following was originally an internal 
letter from Huey P. Newton > Minister of Defense 
to the other brothers of the Black Panther Party . 

OAKLAND (LNS)-- 

During the past few years, strong movements 
have developed among women and homosexuals seeking 
their liberation. There has been some uncertainty 
about how to relate to these movements. 

Whatever your personal opinion and your in- 
securities about homosexuality and the various 
liberation movements among homosexuals and women 
(and I speak of the homosexuals and women as op- 
pressed groups) we should try to unite with them 
in a revolutionary fashion. " ■ . 

I say, "whatever your insecurities are” be- 
cause, ‘as we very well know, sometimes our first 
instinct is to want to hit a homosexual in the 
mouth and to want a woman to be quiet. We want to 
hit the homosexual in the mouth as soon as we see 
him because we’re afraid we might be homosexual 
and want to hit the woman or shut her up because 
she might castrate us or take the nuts that we 
may not have to start with. 

We must gain security in ourselves and there- 
fore have respect and feelings for all oppressed 
people. We must not use the racist-type attitudes 
like the white racists use against people because 
they are black and poor. Many times the poorest 
white person is the most racist because he ' s 
afraid that he might lose something or discover 
something that he doesn f t have. You f re some kind 
of threat to him. This kind of psychology is in 
operation when we view oppressed people and we’re 
angry with them because of their particular kind 
of behavior or their particular kind of deviation 
from the established norm. 

Remember we haven’t established a revolutionary 
value system; we’re only in the process of esta- 
blishing it. I don’t remember us ever constituting 
any value that said that a revolutionary must say 
offensive things towards homosexuals or that a 
revolutionary whould make sure that women do not 
speak out a<banut their own particular kind of 

oppression. , ; . . , 
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Matter of fact, it's just the opposite;: 

We say 'that we recognize the woman's right to 
be free. We haven’t said much about the homo- 
sexual at all and we must relate to the homo- 
sexual movement because it is a real movement. 
And I know through reading and through my life 
experience, my observation, that homosexuals are 
not given freedom and liberty by anyone in this 
society. Maybe they might be the most oppressed 
people in the society. 

What made them homosexuals? Perhaps it’s 
a whole phenomena that I don't understand en- 
tirely. Some people say that it's the decadence 
of capitalism--I don’t know whether this is the 
case, I rather doubt it. But whatever the case 
is, we know that homosexuality is a fact that 
exists and we must understand it in its purest 
form; that is, a person should have freedom to 
use his body whatever way he wants to. 

That’s not endorsing things in homosexuality 
that we wouldn’t view as revolutionary. But 
there is nothing to say that a homosexual can 
not also be a revolutionary. And maybe I'm 
now injecting some of my prejudice by saying, 
" even a homosexual can be a revolutionary.” 

Quite the contrary, maybe a homosexual could 
be the most revolutionary. 

When we have revolutionary conference, 
rallies and demonstrations, there should be full 
participation of the Gay Liberation Movement 
and the Women’s Liberation Movement. We under- 
stand there are factions within the Women’s 
Liberation Movement . Some groups might be more 
revolutionary ‘ than others. We shouldn't use 
the actions of a few to say that they’re all 
reactionary or counterrevolutionary because 
they’re not. 

We should deal with factions just as we 
deal with any other j group or party that claims 
to be revolutionary. We should try to judge 
somehow whether they’re operating sincerely 
in a revolutionary fashion from a really oppres- 
sed situation (and we’ll grant that if they’re 
women they're probably oppressed.) If they do 
things that are unrevolutionary or counterrevo- 
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lutionary, then criticize that action. If we feel 
that thef group in spirit means to be revolutionary 
in practice but they make mistakes in interpretation 
of the revolutionary philosophy or they don't under- 
stand the dialectics of the social forces in oper- 
ation, we should criticize that and not criticize 
them because they are women trying to be free. And 
the same is true for homosexuals. 

We should never say a whole movement is dis- 
honest whenHLn fact they are trying to be honest; 
they're just making honest mistakes. Friends are 
allowed to make mistakes. The enemy is not al- 
lowed to make mistakes because his whole existance 
is a mistake and we suffer from it. But the Women's 
Liberation Front and Gay Liberation Front are our 
friends, they are our potential allies and we need 
as many allies as possible. 

We should be willing to discuss the insecuri- 
ties that many people have about homosexuality. 

When I say, "insecurities" I mean the fear that 
there is some kind of threat to our manhood. I can 
understand this fear. Because of the long condi- 
tioning process that builds insecurity in the Amer- 
ican male, homosexuality might produce certain 
hang-ups in us. I have hang-ups myself about male 
homosexuality where on the other hand I have no 
hang-ups about female homosexuality and that's 
a phenomena in itself. I think it's probably be- 
cause that's a threat to me maybe, and the fe- 
males are no threat. It's just another erotic 
sexual thing. 

We should be careful about using terms which 
might turn our friends off. The terms "faggot" 
and "punk" should be deleted from our vocabulary 
and especially we should not attach names normally 
designed for homosexuals to men who are enemies 
of the people such as Nixon or Mitchell. Homo- 
sexuals are not enemies of the people. 

We should try to form a working coalition with 
the Gay Liberation and Women's Liberation Groups. 

We must always handle social forces in an appro- 
priate manner and this is. really a significant 
part of the population--both women and the grow- 
ing number of homosexuals that we have to deal 
with . 
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HIROSHIMA DAY PARADE IN NEW YORK: ASIAN COA- 

LITION MARCHES FOR YELLOW POWER 

New York (LNS)--Two hundred Asian-Amer- 
icans joined with 1800 other people ■ from 
the New York area in a Hiroshima Day Parade 
which concluded a week of activities commem- 
orating the 25th anniversary of the dropping 
of the Atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 

Carrying Vietcong and Chinese flags, the 
Asian -Americans , who were part of a new group 
called the Asian Coalition, led the march. 

At a short rally, theleaders of the Coalition 
promised that they would be seen from now on 
next to the red, black and brown people who 
are fighting for liberation. They said that 
one of. the first' signs of their liberation 
will be When the tourist buses stop bringing 
curious whites into' their neighborhood to 
eat traditional Chinese dishes. 

At the rally, members of Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization heckled Paul O'Dwyer, 
a liberal Democratic lawyer who want to end 
the war in Vietnam but supports the Zionist 
state of Israel. O' Dwyer refused to talk about 
Israel, and left' the' stage saying tfiat if he 
couldn't talk about Vietnam he wouldn't talk 
at all. 

Other speakers at the rally included Rennie 
Davis, Dorothy Cotton of SCLC, and GI and 
black labor union leaders. 

[BE SURE NOT TO FORGET THE GRAPHICS TO GO WITH 

THIS] 
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BOBBY SEALE IN CONVERSATION, ON . THE AIR WAVES 

NEW YORK (LNS) --"Fused to create some 
jokes. But you can't tell jokes about the revo- 
lution; the revolution is real. And yoil can'.t 
tell jokes about life all the time, 'cause life 
is real ." 

So says Bobby Seale in an interview which 
was filmed in San Francisco's City Jail before 
he was grabbed and manacled to go to Connecticut 

Bobby tells of his Childhood,, talks about 
Huey Newton, and about jail. 

The show will be broadcast in the New York 
metropolitan area on WNDT Channel 13 on Thursday 
August 20th at 9 pm. 

-30- 
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PLAN TO LIBERATE PRISONERS ENDS AS 
COPS KILL REVOLUTIONARIES 
IN MARIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE SHOOT-OUT 


(Editor's note: On Friday, August 7, a seven- 
teen year old black youth named Jonathan 
Jackson entered a Marin County , California 
courtroom with a valise full of guns and rail- 
road flares taped to look like dynamite . In 
this modem courtroom designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, James McClain, 37, a black prisoner at 
San Quentin for many years, was standing trial 
for allegedly stabbing a guard . William 
Christmas , 37, and Ruchell Magee, 31, were , 
fellow prisoners there to testify in McClain 's 
defense . Jonathan Jackson quickly armed the 
prisoners, and took as hostages the judge, 
Harold J. Haley, 65, the Assistant DA., 

Gary Thomas and several jurors. 

"Call off your dogs. Pig, " Jackson told 
the judge as he and the other prisoners pushed 
the hostages into a Hertz rental car " 
van. But the guards opened fire, and in the 
next few . minutes four people were killed: 
Jackson, McClain, Christmas and Haley. 

The Assitant DA. was critically wounded. 

Huey P. Newton, who will address the 
mourners at the funerals for Christmas and 
Jackson, called it a "revolutionary 
action. " 

Several days after the shootings ^ 
California police announced that the 
guns used by Jackson and the prisoners had 
been bought by Angela Davis, former black 
faculty member of the State University of 
California, suspended for Leftist activities. 
The cops are now looking for her. ) 


,T WE ARE THE REVOLUTION” 
by Tom Hayden 

Berkeley Tribe/ LIBERATION News Service 

SAN RAFAEL, Calif. (LNS)--It has taken a 
seventeen-year-old warrior with guns to bring 
justice into an American courtroom at last. 
Jonathan Jackson, warrior for his people, put 
repression on trial with his opening remarks to 
the court: ”This is it gentlemen, I f ve got an 

automatic weapon, everybody freeze,” And before 
this frozen scene, as frozen as any historic 
tableau, James McClain placed his hand on his 
gun and offered his testimony: ”Take these hand- 

cuffs off me, I f ve been in San Quentin for years 
and I want to be a free man, so help me God.” 

And then: ”We are the revolution, free the Sole- 

dad Brothers by 12:30 tomorrow.” 

And so began a new stage of combat against 


repression. These were the first prisoners of 
war to attempt liberating themselves and others 
with guns in hand, consciously deciding that 
death in struggle is better than life in soli- 
tary. That they fell minutes later killed by 
maniacs who would rather unleash a slaughter 
than allow their system to be defied makes little 
difference. They strode beyond the world as we 
knew it, Huey says, beyond the experience of 
Watts, Detroit, beyond even the most romantic 
fantasies of young whites. In death they rede- 
fined life. Where they fell we begin. 

The reactionaries are covering the truth in 
this event quicker than they covered the corpses. 
The warden calls these men hoodlums and criminals. 
In the words of the yellow press, their lives 
were ”a sisyphus of human violence, seemingly 
ordained to conclude in an incident of fatal vio- 
lence.” McClain, after all, had a prior record 
of assaulting a policeman. Jonathan Jackson, 
the ”good student” with no criminal record, is 
passed off as a case of extreme family loyalty. 
Even opinions in”enlightened” radical circles 
have been slow to grasp the positive significance 
of this event. Many people unconsciously echo 
the theory, put forward by a University of Cali- 
fornia researcher just this week, that young 
blacks are pschycologically bent on suicidal con- 
frontation. Writers like Julius Lester mourn 
that Panther-style rhetoric fires the fuel of 
anger to self-destructive extremes. Some ask, 
why should they be so desperate and irrational 
when the release of Huey Newton has just proven 
that the system can be budged. Even if the des- 
peration is understandable, why do they adopt 
such an insane plan. 

First, what about their escape plot--was it 
so irrational? Suppose they had driven to the 
San Francisco airport, demanded a flight to Cuba 
or Algeria and taken their hostages with them 
promising their safe return when the plane landed 
and the Soledad Brothers were freed. 

Impossible?-- not in the context of recent 
skyjackings and kidnappings. 

In fact the only apparant reason they were 
killed was because individual guards did not fol- 
1 ow the ir .superior’s orders t o avni d_ a shoot >Qut._ 
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If the police could control themselves a bit more, 
if they had followed the desires of the now-dead 
judge, we might have witnessed the successful 
jailbreak-kidnap-skyj ack-prisoner exchange , 

Second, whatever the exact plans were, in fact 
any such escape plot is quite rational when com- 
pared to the possibilities of an unknown prisoner 
"escaping" through the legal system , The prisoners 
live under the arbitrary and sadistic rule of the 
Adult Authorities-- a body which is virtually be- 
yond pressure* The case of the Soledad Brothers 
only shows the surface of oppression to the public.. 
Quite frankly, it has gathered a margin of inter- 
est because George Jackson just happens to be a 
brilliant writer, not because the people know there 
is a real movement to shatter the prison system. 
Even this notorious trial has little to do with the 
three brothers' possible liberation. They are In 
prison for as long as the Adult Authority plans to 
keep them. The trial is only about sentencing them 
to death in addition to everything else. 

As for Huey's release, few people should be 
fooled into a new confidence in the legal system, ' 
Huey was released because of enormous, public press- 
ure and because the authorities feared an outbreak 
of Latin-American type kidnappings here. 

Third, it is insulting to consider these men 
as "cons" with "nothing to lose*" This cannot ex- 
plain the role of Jonathan Jackson, the young man 
with the open future, the good grades. Certainly 
he was not cornered and driven to violence in the* 
ordinary fashion. Jonathan Jackson thought, the . 
entire plan was through while he was enjoying his 
life. Nor can the "desperate men'.' theory explain 
the words and deeds of the other .two. Both must 
have knownthat the risk of death was more an imme- 
diate escape than prison. Common self interest 
cannot explain their willingness to die. Nor does 
it explain their testimony in court, "We are the 
revolutionaries . " 

Why did they xiat want photos taken if not to 
communicate their message in example to others? 

Why did they swear to God their . desire for freedom? 
Their act was not taken because they had nothing 
to lose but because they had everything to win. 

They believed in justice, they had a- vision, they 
felt solidarity with other people. They were will- 
ing to sacrifice their lives as a contribution to 
a better world rather than waste their lives in 
acceptance of the status quo. 


to these men for being pioneers who set a stan- 
dard fcr what is possible. Let them be called 
"adventurer" if necessary. It is the adventurer r 
after all who chart sand masters the unknown. Their 
confrontation with the state is only suicidal 
for the state. If the rulers do not free our 
prisoners of war and cease their universal 
aggression, if they do not make peaceful changes 
possible, then it is tragically clear that all 
of America will be taken hostage in the vast 
jailbreak ahead, 

-30- 
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NEW NEWSREEL FLICKS 

NEW YOKKTINS)^ ^Newsreel, the radical film- 
makers, have announced the release of three new 
films. They are: 

**AMERIKKKA~(#45-30 min,-$45 rental)--This 
film depicts how Third World liberation strug- 
gles influence the revolutionary consciousness of 
people in the United' States , focusing on mass 
demonstrations, the GI movement and the youth 
movement . 

# *ElTHER70R”C # 46-8 min,-$15 rental)- Black 
Panthers* Doug' Miranda and- Yvonne Carter are in- 
terviewed ’in this film. They rap about the Mani- 
festo of: the~ Black' Panther Party and its relation 
t oc the: Neir" Haven' trials:,: andrevolutionary work in 
the mother country. 

**THE WRECK W~THF mi YORK SUBWAY ( #47-17 min- 
$20 rental) -^The- inside story of the fare in- 
crease and the perilous conditions inside the 
subways. The film shows what is being done by 
both workers and riders to combat conditions. 

To order films and to obtain a catalog of 
other Newsreel releases write Newsreel, 

322 7th Avenue, New' York, NY, 10001 or call 
(212)565-4930, 

-30- 


So we have seen the arrival of people who some- 
how live beyond death, who know, as Huey said upon 
release, "You never get out of life alive," Eldridge 
calls us "Kamikaze madmen who step on the stage of 
history when the good and responsible people have 
failed." When people are prisoners of war they will 
act like warriors. 

Why do we think it normal for men to die sense- 
lessly in Vietnam but abnormal to die for real val- 
ues here in America? Why do we accept salve revolts 
when they appear in history books but reject them 
when they happen before cur eyes. 

In whatever way we act we should be grateful 




JEW. 


HAVEN 


ON 


AUGUST 19 


FREE 


ALL 


POLITICAL 


PRISONERS 


BE THERE! ! ! ! ! ! 


AND MASS. RALLY WOMEN'S ACTION AUGUST 17 
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TOMBS PRISONERS TAKE OVER 


by LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK(LNS)-~In the center of New York's fi- 
nancial district, surrounded by the glass skyscra- 
pers of America’s financial giants, stands a prison 
known to everyone as the Tombs. Built decades ago to 
hold 990, the Tombs now houses 2,000 people--about 

90% of them black and Puerto Rican. Not one of these 
men has been convicted of the crime with which he 

is charged; they are crammed into the Tombs --where 
many of them sleep on the bare floor--to await trial, 
usually for eight to ten months, often for two to 
three years . 

During the summer, the prisoners wait in the 
airless Tombs while the wealthy white judges who will 
decide their fate cool off at summer resorts. 

But for two days, the angry prisoners of the 

Tombs have taken charge of the prison, taking guards 

hostage and releasing them only after they had forced 

Mayor Lindsay and Corrections Commissioner McGrath 

to admit publicly that the prison revolt had "much 

justification" and to promise immediate changes in 
and 

prison conditions/ . give their pledge not to seek 
reprisals against the rebels. 

The revolt started on Monday Aug. 10, when the 
prsioners of the 9th floor were having breakfast. 

Five groups of six men overpowered each of the five 
guards on duty, took their keys, and blocked them up 
in one of the cells. The prisoners barricaded the 
entrance to the floor with bedframes and mattresses 
and opened all the cells. They had gained complete 
comtrol of the 9th floor. 

As police gathered outside with teargas, shot- 
guns and bulletproof vests, the prisoners started 
smashing the two-inch thich frosted windows with 
sticks and pipes. The heavy glass showered down onto 
the street below. It was the first time the people 
inside could even see the street outside their 
prison. 

Black, brown and white clenched fists were 
pushed through the bars where the 8-by-twelve inch 
glass panels^ had been broken out. The prisoners 
waved and shouted to the newsmenand women and the 
gathering crowd below. "We’re people not animals." 

"A dog couldn't live in this place, 
anybody ever gets out of here is 

-.soar. thing 
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Mow'd you like to live with a million rats 
and bedbugs?" "Two guys died here last week 
cause they couldn’t get any medicine." "They 
beat up another brother here yesterday." 

Inmates hunj? up sheets with "Justice Now" 
and "Boricua, Ayuda a Tu Hermano," (Puerto 
Rican, Help your Brother . jwritten on them. They 
chanted "Power to the people" as police did 
their best to keep newsmen barricaded away* 
from the prison so they couldn't hear what the 
men inside were saying. 

The prisoners dropped a note out of the 
window explaining that they had five hostages, 
including a captain, but that "We will not 
hurt anyone unless one of us is hurt." The note, 
signed "Power to the people" said that the 
hostages would not be released until the pris- 
oners had met with Commissioner McGrath and that 
"victory will be ours or we will die in our quest. 

Later in the day, the prisoners dropped a 
seven page petition of grievances to the press. 

The petition protested that a system of excess- 
ive bail and endless waiting for trial was used 
to pressure inmates into pleading guilty on 
"lesser charges" for crimes they did not commit, 
"It is the order of the day for the court-ap- 
pointed defense lawyer [from the legal Aid 
Society] on first meeting with the client to 
say ’I suggest you plead guilty’, or ’I can 
speak to the district attorney and get you (this 
or that) plea , without even asking the client 
in confidence whether he is in fact guilty of the 
charge ." 

The petition explained that it is routine for 
guards to gang together and "beat inmates into 
unconsciousness, often injuring a man for life" 
'with nightsticks and blackjacks. "This brutality 
has been largely directed against black and Puerto 
Rican inmates:, the petition explains. "After 
such attacks it is the policy of the officials 
in collusion with the prison doctors to fix up 
fake accident reports to cover up the mayhem." 

The petition also complained that the food is 
intolerable; that wives and mothers are routinely 
"insulted and indecently proposed to" when they 
coTDe to visit; that medical care is virtually 


The only way 
to plead guilty to 
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nonexistant (an entire floor of the prison is 
filled with addicts who are forced to kick ’’cold 
turkey” with only an occasional tranquilizer for 
help), that the tombs is infested with rats and 
bodylice; and that inmates who have decided 
to work on their own defense because they cannot 
get a fair shake from the legal system” are denied 
access to the law books in the prison library. 

The petition was signed, ”We are One People, 

The Inmates of the 9th Floor, Tombs Prison.” 

The 9th floor inmates released their hostages 
Monday afternoon, after many hours of angry 
negotiations with Commissioner McGrath, and after 
receiving McGrath’s assurance that the situation 
would be improved, that their petition would be 
published in the papers, that he would publicly 
state that prison conditions were intolerable, 
and that there would be no reprisals against 
inmates . 

The next day, Tuesday, Aug. 11, as Mayor 
Lindsay was explaining that ’’drastic measures 
must be taken to deal with the judicial process”, 
but that there was little the city could do 
besides hhift inmates to State controlled prisons 
-- also overcrowded and brutal, and as prisoners 
were served another meal of their usual ”dog slop' 
the Tombs broke out again. This time the men 
of the eighth floor took three hostages, reit- 
erating the demands of the 9th floor the day be- 
fore, and almost every other floor of the twelve 
story prison broke out in rioting -- smashing 
their windows for air and a view of the street 
below, throwing burning sheets and parts of bunks 
out of windows, waiving fists and trying to 
communicate to people in the street below. 

Some prisoners took turns sledghammering open 
window bars so they could squeeze their heads 
out for a better look at the street. One man 
couldn’t take it anymore and tried to jump out 
the fifth-story windows.- Other inmates grabbed 
him. ’’The pigs bfclow were just aching for some 
target practice,” one prisoner explained. 

A support demonstration of about 200 young 
people, mostly white, marchdd up to within a 
block of the prison, chanting ’’Free All Pris- 
oners, Power to the People. 
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force kept the marchers a block away from the 
prisoners, but the rebels inside could hear the 
chanting and responded with chants of their own. 

By sneaking past a busload of cops and up over 
a roof a few demonstrators were able to get on eye- 
level with the prisoners. Windows on practically 
every floor were smashed, so you could see into 
and out of theprison. The prisoners were jubilant; 
’’Man, we’re together in here! What’s going on out 
there?” Clenched fist salutes were exchanged. 

’’Power to the People”, ’’Right on.” ’’You 
guys made the headlines, every paper. People feel 
that if you can fight them in. there, we sure as 
hell can fight out here.” 

Police used teargas on the trapped inmates 
once during the* day, but stopped when they were 
warned that they' were endangering the hostages. 

A tear gas blast' accidentally hit a Correction 
Official, Herbert Friendlander , directly in the 
eyes, and he was' taken to the hospital where he 
was reported in ’’serious condition.” ’’Tear gas 
is too good for that trash,” a prison guard said 
about the inmates .' ’’They ought to shoot nerve gas 
in there.” When he' was told he was a racist pig 
he smirked' and said ’’there’s no law against that 
in this country,' is there?” 

, Late Tuesday' evening, after another long day 
of negotiations, the eighth floor inmates released 
their hostages on conditions similar to those made 
the day before. Two new conditions of the release 
were that Commissioner McGrath appear on the 11 
o’clock News to state his end of the agreement, 
and that Mayor Lindsay initiate an investigation 

of guard brutality against prisoners. 

* * * 

"It seems like the only way to get treated 
like a human being these days is to raise some 
hell,” the middle-aged black mother of one of the 
prisoners said. 

Another black mother of an inmate clutches 
at the thick prison walls with her thin hands; 
"These walls, these walls, I’d like to blow them 
to hell.” She is one of the relatives who come to 
the Tombs to visit inmates. ”My son’s been in that 
place -- treated like a DOG for almost a year. 
He didn’t do nothin, that’s a fact. He was just 


The massive police 


walkin by after a hold-up and got picked up f or 
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being black. He’s been beat twice in there, once 
real bad, and the c#ly way I can get him out is 
if I give him (she points at the bail bondsman’s 


points up at 
want to you. 


the Tombs, ’’They can do any 
What can you do? What can 


I guess the boys got together and did 
There's only so much a human being 


my house and my savings 
t got no house arid 
most of her life work 1 


office across the street ) 
for collateral. Only I ain 
no savings.” She has spent 
ing as a domestic in wealthy white people’s homes. 

An older woman comes out of the prison leaning 
on a cane. "They say they can’t find my son -- 
they can’t find him in that place.” 

A young pregnant wife says she couldn't find 

out what was happening inside.” You only get to 

talk on a phone through this heavy glass, and 
they listen to everything you say. So you can’t 
say much.” 

"I was in there 18 months a few years ago 
now they got my brother in there. The only way I 
got out was to plead guilty on a lesser charge. 


place,” he 
thing they 
you do?” 

’’Well 

something today 
can take.” 
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A BLADE OF GRASS IN EVERY HAND 

Yosemite Liberation Front (YLF)/LNS 

YOSEMITE PARK, Calif (LNS) - If you're thinking 
of going to a national park this summer to escape 
cops and hassles of the city, you may be in for a 
shock. Yosemite National Park may have started a 
trend when it became the first national park to 
effectively close its ground to freaks, longhairs, 
and anyone who isn't a "proper” tourist. 

Since July 4 when the park police first attacked 
a group of people in a meadow after "quiet hours: 

(the park’s special euphemism for a curfew) hundreds 
have been arrested and thousands have been harrassed 
and searched. "Suspicious” people have been barred 


and no peupie nave Deen Darrea 

y j from entering the park by rangers enforcing "reg^ ’ 
ulations.” 

They didn't have ANYTHING on me, but they were 'go-, Their favorite ploy is the vehicle check. If you 
nna keep me in there another year. Man, people hav f any mechanical' irregularities in your vehicle, 

such as balding tires',- bad lights, no license plate 
light* you will be asked to return to the nearest 
city and get your car' repaired before entering the 
sacred park. If the rangers can’t find anything 
obvious they use their ace in the hole -- a loud 
muffler. 

The park itself, and especially Yosemite Valley, 
is cordoned off by cops. The park rangers have been 
reinforced by 50 US Marshalls as well as other 
federal police forces from as far away as Washington, 
D.C. People and their vehicles are continually 


nna Keep me in 

commit suicide to get out of that place,” says 
a strong -look ing young black man. 

The bailbondsman leans back in his chair. He 
is young, mod and sideburned. n 9% cash on the 
bail, and then the rest gets put up in collateral. 
We’ll take a bankbook, your house or other prop- 
erty for collateral. If a man’s had, say, one job 
for a year and another job for a few months, I 
can tell he’s a drifter, a bad risk. I won’t 
touch him. Nobody will.” 

He had to move his new cream-colored Cadillac 
limousine on the day of the riot so it wouldn’t 
get dented by the shattered glass falling from 
the prison across the street. 

A couple of white long-hairs come out of the 
building. They have just been released on a 
marijuana charge. "That place is unbelievable, 
man. We slept on nothing but plain floors.” 


searched, especially those who aren’t in bed by 
the 10 pm "quiet hour.” Arrests are being made 
daily. A campground notorious for its freak populp 
ation has been closed for "cleanup” for several 
weeks . 

Harrassment in the park began the night of July 
4 in Stoneman’s Meadow when some people gathered t 


"Don’t you believe that stuff about no reprisals” smoke dope and sln S together in the clean mounta 
says a middle-aged black man, the father of a pris-£ r ' Park Ran ? er directer Larry Quist described 
oner. "On re th e \r unt vmi -in f 4>U aw J « the events this way: "Young people wanting to be 


oner. "Once they got you in there they do 
anything they want to you. They just come up to 
you with their sticks and say ’don’t look at 
me like that, boy,’ and beat the shit out of you 
Same way they treat you in the street. I was 
walking home minding my business o^e, add this 
big cop said ’where you going?’ I didn’t figure 
it was any of his business, so I didn’t say any- 
thing. They fuckin handcuffed me so my hands got 
numb and took me down to the station. 

”1 remember these two big cops, thoigh, they 
used to just wale around and beat shit out of 
anybody they felt like. Just throw people around 
the street -- they were BIG motherfuckers. One day 
this guy figured he had enough and he walked up 
to them and emptied a pistol into them. Both dead 
Didn’t ask no questions. And EVERYBODY was happy. 

"These guys used to push you out of line to 
get their payoffs. One lady, she was trying to 
make a living with a liquor store, and they would 
take $100 worth of whisky from her every week. 

"Once those motherfuckers get you inside that 
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set apart are not apart from the laws -- they were 
violating our quiet hours regulations and we had to 
break them up. Rangers kerit into a mean crowd of 
500 -young people who had been pooping pills, 
smoking grass and guzzling wine.’ We were not very 
effective against such a large group, so we single 
out small groups and picked these people off.” TK*t 
night people split' into thewoods, after several 
hours of rock throwing' and car-burning. In the 
next 24' hours* T47~people were arrested and taken to 
Fresno to jail" -- most charges were for violations 
of park curfew~regtil ations , and 20 were for narcot- 
ics violations. 

The Yosemite Liberation Front is currently 
having a membership drive, aiming for a 10,000 
strong army by Labor Day. Come prepared — bring 
dope, maps, music, marijuana- seeds , bodies, equip- 
ment (technical and otherwise), food, imagination. 
See you in the park . . . 
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Photos from occupied New Bedford, Mass. Credit The 01 d Mole/LNS. Sec story on page one. 
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Scenes from the Hiroshima Day demonstration in New York. See story on page 7. Credit Ken Light/LNS. 
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TOP, Police guard the Manhattan city prison of New York against friends of the prisoners 
inside who might like to demonstrate support of the prisoners taking control inside. 

The prison is known to everyone as the Tombs. Credit Steve Rcse/LNS* Story on page 10. 

BOTTOM. James McClain hold holdr, Judge Harold Haley hostage as he aims pistol at police in 

at tem pt to escape Maim County courthouse. Credit LNS., Story on page 8* 
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